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 iWalk- Dublin in Film 

Welcome to Dublin and welcome to this iWalk, Dublin in 
Film. Today I'll take you on a short trip around town to see some 
famous locations that you'll recognise from the silver screen, and a 
host of sets for the smaller screen too. My name is Emma, and I'm 
going to bring you through the city centre from St. Stephen's Green, 
along Grafton Street, into Trinity College, Dublin Castle, and then to 
Temple Bar before hitting our final stop – Christchurch Cathedral.  

As a filming location, Dublin has got a lot going for it. It's got easy 
access to world-class production facilities, it's got countless beautiful, 
well maintained, historical sites,  And even easy access the nearby 
mountains, and the sea. And it's not just the locations that make it 
interesting for film buffs: Over the decades Dublin has always made a 
massive contribution to the pool of Hollywood legends. Gabriel Byrne, 
Brenda Fricker, Colin Farrell, Colm Meaney, Brendan Gleeson and Neil 
Jordan come to mind. Even the famous roaring lion at the end of MGM 
movies was born in our very own Dublin Zoo. Dublin is home to many 
film festivals, competitions and fantastic cinemas so there is 
something here for every film fanatic.

Before we start walking, let's talk cinemas for a second. No matter 
what you're into, I gaurantee we have a cinema that will suit you here. 
We've got red carpet premieres at the Savoy Cinema on O’Connell St, 
or if you like specialist art-house films, there's The gorgeous 
Lighthouse Cinema in Smithfield. Nearby you've got The Screen, our 
great “event cinema”, and if you're looking for just plain quirky you 
can check out The Bean Bag Cinema which happens in various venues 
around the city. We'll also be visiting the The Irish Film Institute which 
always has a great selection of local and international films showing. 
But don't worry about writing it all down, all that information is up on 
www.visitdublin.com, so when you're finished walking, get online or 
grab a local papers to see what's coming to a cinema near you. By the 
way, you can pause this iWalk whenever you like if you want to spend 
some time at any of the stops. 

Stop 1 - The Shelbourne Hotel, St Stephen’s Green North

This Luxury 5 star hotel was built in 1824, and has hosted the likes of 
Grace Kelly, Laurel and Hardy, Pierce Brosnan, Richard Harris, Orson 
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Welles and John Hurt. It was party central in it’s heyday- rumour has it 
that James Cagney danced on the hotel piano and that Peter O’Toole 
took a dip in a bath of champagne. I'm not entirely sure if they cater 
towards those kinds of...eh...requests anymore, but you should check 
out the main reception lobby where you can see a video of most of the 
famous film stars that have stayed there.

If you've seen 2011's spy-thriller Haywire, directed by Steven 
Soderberg, you've seen this place before, it was used for a fight scene 
– but again, maybe don't try to re-enact that particular piece of 
Hollywood magic during your trip. Opposite the Hotel is the largest 
Garden Square in Europe, St. Stephen’s Green. It's a beautiful place for 
a walk or a picnic when the sun is out, and It's featured in a fair few 
films including Once, Adam & Paul and In The Name Of The Father. 
Take a wander through if you have time - it is worth it and won’t take 
too long.

Now, with the park on your left walk up the street and stop when 
you're across from the main entrance to the park. You can't miss it, 
it's got a big, beautiful arch. You'll be just on the corner of Grafton 
street, our next stop.

Stop 2 - Grafton Street
This is one of the busiest streets in Dublin and a major shopping area. 
It is also the best area to see and hear buskers so it was no surprise 
that it was used in the Oscar Winning film Once. The film’s star, Glen 
Hansard, was actually a regular busker here for years so playing a 
busker in the film wasn’t much of a stretch. Glen also appeared in 
another major Irish music film, The Commitments, Part of a trilogy of
Roddy Doyle’s Barrytown which were all shot in and around Dublin.

Grafton Street has been the location so many different types of film, 
like Michael Collins and the Bollywood Blockbuster Ek Tha Tiger which 
means literally “Once There was a Tiger”. 

Take your time and stroll down the street soaking up the sights and 
sounds. To get to our next stop, walk all the way down the street, turn 
right onto Nassau Street. The wall of Trinity College is on your left, 
and at the next set of traffic lights you'll cross the road over to the 
side entrance to the college. Walk through the roofed area, down the 
ramp and straight ahead, passing just to the left of that big main 
building you see. You'll then be in Front Square at Trinity College, 
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Dublin. 

Stop 3 - Trinity College

Welcome to one of the oldest colleges in Ireland, and the setting for a 
ton of different films. Can't you just feel the history? Trinity is a world 
famous university and among its most well known past pupils are 
several writers whose work would later be turned into major films. I'm 
talking about Bram Stoker's Dracula, Jonathan Swift's Gulliver’s Travels 
and host of works by Oscar Wilde like The Importance of Being 
Earnest, An Ideal Husband and The Picture of Dorian Gray.

This  18th century Front Square has been used to depict Berlin during 
WW1, Tudor England, 1950‘s Ireland and even 1980‘s Liverpool. 
Between 2006 and 2010 this, and many other spots around Dublin, 
were prime locations for The Tudors, this very spot was a backdrop to 
Jonathan Rhys Meyers as a menacing King Henry 8th. The amazing 
costumes from that production are on display in Dublin. I'll point out 
where you can see them at the end of this iWalk, but they've got 
competition for the most colorful wardrobe;  a huge dance sequence 
from Ek Tha Tiger, That Bollywood smash I mentioned earlier, was 
shot in this square in 2012. 

Come into the centre of the square. As you cross it, you're following in 
the footsteps of greats like Rock Hudson, James Mason, Minnie Driver, 
Michael Caine, Julie Andrews and Julie Walters. With the beautiful main 
entrance to your back, and the campanile facing you, there's a big, 
long building of interest to any Star Wars fan just on right – that 
building you walked past earlier to get into the square. This building 
is home to the Old Library, the largest single chamber library in the 
world. it was featured as the Jedi Archive in George Lucas's Star Wars 
Episode II, Attack of the Clones, and It's breathtaking. Even without all 
the CGI. This library is also the home of the famous Book of Kells, a 
hand illustrated manuscript from the 9th century, which was the 
inspiration for the 2010 Academy Award nominated animated film The 
Secret of Kells. Definitely, definitely check it out while you're here. 

When you're ready, we'll leave Trinity through the main entrance that 
you've got your back to, or front arch as the students call it. Walk out 
through the front arch, and the street you're facing is Dame Street. 



Cross at the traffic lights just to your left, and walk down Dame street. 
Take the second left off this street, and you'll see a little alley on the 
right. Head down the alley. This is the Dame Street District, it's a great 
place to go to hear music and be social.  Half way down this street 
there's a corner on your left, you'll see Stag’s Head pub. This was the 
first pub in Dublin to be lit by electricity but more importantly for this 
us, films like The Treaty, Educating Rita, A Man of No Importance and 
December Bride were shot here. 

Now continue straight ahead until you reach the end of this lane. Stop 
for a moment. This is South Great George's street, and Walton’s music 
shop is down to the left -that's where Glen Hansard and Markéta 
Irglová first sing Falling Slowly in Once. Apparently the staff have been 
inundated with visitors recreating the scene for themselves ever since. 
If you were to continue walking down that street you'd find Wexford 
Street, which is home to a really famous music venue called Whelan’s 
which you might recognise from P.S. I Love You. With Hilary Swank 
and Jeffrey Dean Morgan. P.S. I love you is based on a best selling 
novel written by Cecilia Ahern, daughter of a former Taoiseach or 
Prime Minister of Ireland.

For the moment, if you look directly ahead of you, you'll see another 
lane across the road. Cross the road at the lights on the right, and 
continue walking down this lane. At the end of the lane, on your left 
you'll see an entrance to Dublin Castle, head in and I'll join you there. 

Stop 4 - Dublin Castle
Ireland has produced many great directors as well as actors, and one 
of the most famous shot one of biggest Irish films right here. The 
historical biopic Michael Collins, written and directed by Neil Jordan, 
stars Liam Neeson, Julia Roberts and Aidan Quinn. This was the home 
of the British military in Ireland for 750 years, before it was handed 
over to the newly formed provisional government led by Michael 
Collins. In the film, this important moment in Irish history was 
powerfully re-enacted and filmed here, exactly where the actual event 
took place. The Castle was also used regularly for The Tudors – that 
series about Henry the 8th we mentioned earlier.

As the Irish police drug squad is based in Dublin Castle it might be 
appropriate to mention that several recent Irish films have delved into 
the murky world of violent crime and gang lords. One of the best 
known is Veronica Guerin  from 2003, starring Cate Blanchett. This 
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based on the true story of an Irish reporter who was murdered for 
exposing the criminal underworld in 1996. There is a bust to Veronica 
in a lovely setting, in the Castle Gardens which aren't far from you 
right now. Other gangster movies shot in Dublin in recent times 
include Ordinary Decent Criminal, When the Sky Falls and The General.

Leave the Castle as you entered and cross the road at the lights - stop 
under the beautiful stained glass canopy of The Olympia Theatre.

Stop 5 - The Olympia Theatre

The Olympia is a great venue that hosts plays, musicals, pantomimes, 
and fantastic gigs. Many famous actors like Charlie Chaplin, Noel 
Coward and Alec Guinness spent some time treading the boards here. 
Originally known by the very exotic title of The Star of Erin Theatre of 
Varieties - it was here that the very first films in ireland were “publicly 
exhibited” on April 20th 1896! Nearly 100 years later it’s beautiful 
interior was used in An Awfully Big Adventure starring Hugh Grant. 
Check out what's on there at the moment and you might get to see it 
for yourself while you're here.

Turn right as you face the Olympia and walk back along Dame Street 
until you reach Eustace Street, Turn left and walk about half way down 
the street. Stop at the Irish Film Centre.

Stop 6 : Irish Film Institute, Eustace Street, Temple Bar

Head into the building and take a look around. This mixture of café, 
restaurant, shop and cinema film is run by the Irish Film Institute and 
there’s always something cool happening in here. There are two 
screens here that show a collection of the finest Irish and International 
independent films, and a huge archive of Irish films.

There are loads of film festivals throughout Ireland throughout the 
year. There are five main ones in Dublin. The biggest of which is 
Jameson Dublin International Film Festival, it takes place in February. 
There are usually a few well known faces making appearances and 
screenings take place all over Dublin including here. So if you are in 
town then we recommend you check it out!

Now head back to Eustace Street, turn left and walk down to the 



corner of the street with Farrington's Pub and turn left onto Temple 
Lane.

Stop 7: Temple Lane, Temple Bar

Temple Bar used to be really run down and was set to be levelled and 
turned into a bus and transit terminus until it was saved by a lobby 
group back in the 1980’s. It's a good thing too, because Temple Bar is 
now home to a host of shops, galleries, eateries, cafes, offices, and 
pubs. A lot of film related production companies are located not too 
far from here.
Thanks to a temporary makeover this street was transformed into a 
brothel quarter in 19th century Boston for the 1992 feature, Far and 
Away, starring Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman. Other films shot here 
include the Rom Coms Snakes and Ladders, Leap Year and About 
Adam. So it's a versatile little spot, if not always romantic.

Check out nearby Meeting House Square – it's got a great food market 
on Saturdays but in summer months it also transforms into a very cool 
cinema on certain nights; go to meetinghousesquare.ie for listings.

When you are ready to go to the last stop -  get farrington's pub from 
earlier on your left hand side and keep going straight, Temple Bar will 
turn into Essex street east, and then into Essex street west. When you 
get to the end of Essex street west, turn left on to Fishamble street 
and up on your right the magnificent Christ Church Catherdal.

Stop 8 - Christ Church Cathedral
One thing you should know about Dublin: it's a city founded by 
vikings, and this beautiful building dates back to 1028. It was founded 
by the Viking King Sitric Silkenbeard – what a name, right? - and It’s 
the seat of both the Church of Ireland and Roman Catholic 
Archbishops of Dublin. It was also used as a location for The Tudors. 
Fans of this great production might be interested to know that 
downstairs in The Crypt there's great collection of original 16th 
Century costumes from the series. These opulent costumes have 
elaborate beading, embroidery, crotchet and hand painting – really 
beautiful stuff!

That about does it for our Dublin in Film iWalk. I hope that you have 
enjoyed this introduction to Dublin. Make sure you check out the sites 
we've mentioned for even more news, events, and information about 
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film in Ireland.

Remember to visit visitdublin.com or iTunes if you want to download
more podcasts in the iWalk series. You can find us on facebook or 
follow us on twitter @visitdublin to keep up to date with latest news 
and information. 

I’m Emma O’Reilly I hope that you have enjoyed this journey, and I 
hope you have a great time while you're here. Thank you for visiting 
Dublin city.
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